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SUBJECT: NATIONAL AUTOMOBILE WORKERS UNION INTERVENES CORDOBA LOCAL 
REF BA 5892 

1. FACED WITH CORDOBA LOCAL UNION OPEN DEFIANCE MINLABOR AND 
NATIONAL LABOR LEADERSHIP OVER IKA-RENAULT AFFAIR, AUG 8 
NATIONAL SMATA PLENARY CONGRESS VOTED TO INTERVENE CORDOBA LOCAL. 
DECISION INCLUDED UNUSUAL STEP OF EXPELLING FROM UNION ENTIRE 
CORDOBA LOCAL EXECUTIVE BOARD. NATIONAL SMATA SECGEN RODRIGUEZ 
STATED THAT INTERVENTOR WOULD BE NAMED AND NEW ELECTIONS CALLED. 
MINLABOR ALSO ANNOUNCED THAT CORDOBA LOCAL UNION'S BANK ACCOUNTS 
HAVE BEEN FROZEN. IN OBVIOUS PREPARATION ANY CONTINGENCY, 

RODRIGUEZ HELD AUG 8 MEETINGS WITH MINISTERS LABOR, DEFENSE 

AND INTERIOR. 

2. DURING AUG 8 STRIKE RALLY IN CORDOBA, LOCAL SMATA SECGEN 
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SALAMANCA STATED THAT SHOULD THE LOCAL BE INTERVENED "WE WILL 
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CONTINUE FIGHTING WHEREVER POSSIBLE TO DEFEND THE WORKERS”. 

HE ADDED THAT "CORDOBA IS PREPARING FOR ANOTHER CORDOBAZA' 
AND WE WILL CONTINUE THE BATTLE". MONTONERO LEADER FIRMENICH 
ADDRESSED THE RALLY AND STATED THAT "I BRING OUR SUPPORT TO 
SMATA, INCLUDING IF NECESSARY MONTONERO BLOOD". TORTSSYITE 
LIGHT AND POWER LEADER AUGSTIN TOSCO ALSO PROMISED HIS FULL 
SUPPORT TO SMATA IN ITS ANTICIPATED BATTLE WITH THE NATIONAL 
LEADERSHIP. 

3. COMMENT. WITH THE POSITIONS ON BOTH SIDES HARDENING, THE 
LIKELIHOOD OF SERIOUS CONFLICT HAS INCREASED. THE ONLY BRIGHT 
SPOT ON THE HORIZON WAS THE DECISION BY THE LEGALIST PERONIST 
FOLLOWERS OF ATILIO LOPEZ TO DISASSOCIATE THEMSELVES FROM THE 
STRIKE. SHOULD VIOLENCE OCCUR, IT WILL MORE LIKELY BE FAR LESS 
SEVERE THAN IF THE LEGALISTS HAD JOINED WITH SALAMANCA'S GROUP. 

HILL 
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